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ABSTRACT 
 
A new method for the determination of trigonelline and nicotinic acid, a thermal degradation 
product, has been developed. Sample preparation includes a filtration step over C-18 
extraction cartriges. Recovery is nearly complete. The separation is achieved by an ion 
exclusion HPLC system. 
 
The effects of the roasting parameters (temperature, duration, roast colour) on the thermal 
decomposition of trigonelline are demonstrated in this paper. 
 
Quantitative data are presented in a variety of coffee samples, e.g. different green coffees, R 
& G, SC. 
 


