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SUMMARY

Coffee plays a leading role in the economies of a number of African countries. It is an
important foreign exchange earner for the producer countries and a source of employment for
the rural populations.

Its productivity and quality have fluctuated over the years due to shifts in the world coffee
prices as well as in the social and economic stability of the producer nations. These have led
to an overall decline in the quantity of coffee exported annually from Africa and to reduction
of various coffee quality grades traditionally exported from the continent. Efforts are now
being made to arrest the declining trend of quality and productivity per unit area. Joint
research activities aimed at making coffee production cheaper and sustainable as well as those
aimed at improving quality through better agronomic practices, processing and genetic
research are being formulated by the African Coffee Research Network. The key agronomic
practices for both Coffea arabica and Coffea canephora are discussed.



