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ABSTRACT 
 
A trial was established in Papua New Guinea in March 1990 with rust resistant compact 
Catimor, to study the effects of field layout, tree density and canopy structure on the green 
bean yields. The trees were planted in three field configurations, viz.:  square, rectangle and 
triangle. The three tree densities were 2600, 3900 and 5200 trees/ha. Half of the trees were 
capped to produce multiple bearing stems, while half of them were left on single stems. Yield 
data were recorded over a period of three years between 1991/92 and 1993/94 coffee seasons. 
It was found that triangular tree layout was the best field configuration. Coffee yields 
increased linearly with the increasing tree density. The highest tree density of 5200 trees/ha 
produced the highest green bean yields. Multiple bearing stems failed to increase green bean 
yields over the single stems, in the rust resistant compact coffee cultivar. 
 
 


