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SUMMARY

A trial was established at the Highlands Agricultural Experiment Station, Aiyura in Papua
New Guinea in March 1993. The objectives of the trial were to determine the benefits of
temporary shade, and the level of the shade required to produce the beneficial effects. Five
shade and two fertiliser treatments were combined in a factorial design. The treatment effects
were assessed over the first one-and-half years of coffee establishment by monitoring free
growth parameters, and soil and plant nutrient contents. It was found that young coffee can
establish successfully with and without fertiliser or temporary shade. Temporary shade every
two coffee rows adversely affected coffee growth. Shade competition was minimised by the
application of inorganic fertilisers.



