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ABSTRACT 
 
Using coffee pulp for the cultivation of different kinds of edible mushrooms has been found 
to be suitable in coffee producing countries. The present work was carried out with the main 
objective being to evaluate the quality of the waste water generated by a small production 
plant of Pleurotus ostreatus from coffee pulp. Samples were taken from the waste water from 
the rehydration and pasteurisation of the coffee pulp in order to evaluate the water 
consumption and pollution levels of the effluent. Using standard methods for examination of 
water and waste water, the effluents from rehydration and pasteurisation were found to have 
high polluting conditions above all from the pasteurisation process where the thermal 
treatment extracts more constituents from coffee pulp and presents the majority of the solid 
component in dissolved form. The possibility of utilisation of such a waste water for the 
cultivation of other mushrooms and for anaerobic digestion is discussed. 
 
 


