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ABSTRACT 
 
The human information processing system is a complex system. For example, the perception 
of visual information encompasses a set of functionally different cognitive processes, needed 
to analyse different stimulus characteristics. The effects of caffeine on the perception of these 
different characteristics of visual information, were examined in more detail in two studies. 
The results indicate that caffeine affects processes involved in the analysis of information 
about where a stimulus resides in our visual environment. The analysis of non spatial stimulus 
characteristics seems to be unaffected by caffeine. In addition, caffeine appears to make 
people less easily distracted by irrelevant information. 
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