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SUMMARY

By 1900 Robusta coffee was introduced to Indonesia in order to combat coffee leaf rust. At
that moment the disease severely attacked Arabica coffee and significantly reduced yield.

Nowadays the total area of coffee planting in Indonesia has reached 1.1 million ha, and 84%
of which is Robusta coffee. The main Robusta coffee producing areas (42%) are South
Sumatera, Lampung, and Bengkulu provinces. Robusta coffee has been also widely grown at
high altitude.

Since 1983 the government had stopped the expansion of Robusta coffee, and its development
program was emphasised on intensification and quality improvement. Thus, high quality bean
export increased from 5.7% in 1984/1985 to 9.4% in 1993/1994, whereas low quality bean
export decreased from 37.9% in 1984/1985 to 13.7% 1993/1994.



