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ABSTRACT

Successful development of plant breeding as a basis for crop improvement and sustainable
agriculture, in any region depend on the availability of adapted, indigenous genetic resources.
The genetic base of Coffea canephora is becoming narrow due to genetic erosion. To widen
it, The Government of Tanzania, in 1996, supported an exploration and collection of robusta
material from farmers’ plots. As a result, 141 genotypes were collected from different
agro-ecological zones in Kagera Region, Tanzania. Great genetic variability exists in the
components of vegetative growth and coffee productivity. Related to the present situation,
some urgent and concrete targets for preservation and evaluation of genetic diversity are
foreseen.



