Improvement in the Performance of Arabusta Coffee in Ghana
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ABSTRACT

The bulk of coffee produced in Ghana is Robusta but as is well known this is inferior to
Arabica in terms of quality. Arabica yields in Ghana are extremely low due to the low
elevation and high temperatures. To improve the quality of Ghana’s coffee a programme was
initiated to introgress some Arabica characters into Robusta. The F1 hybrids of crosses
between selected Arabica and Robusta had poor establishment capabilities, as well as poor
yields as a result of high number of pea berries and empty shells. F2 progenies developed
from the F1 generations have exhibited low proportions of pea berries production, In
comparison with the F1 generation the F2 progenies are also by far superior in terms of
establishment and yield. Some of the selected F2 progenies are potential candidates as future
varieties in Ghana.



