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SUMMARY

Tracheomycosis or Fusarium wilt was a serious problem in many parts of West and Central
Africa during the 1950s but was eventually controlled through effective breeding
programmes. Consequently, for decades it was considered a minor disease but has now re-
emerged in NorthEast Zaire and Uganda and is again causing widespread concern.

Field survey data suggest that the disease appears to spread rapidly and has caused very
severe losses. The fungus Fusarium xylarioides was consistently isolated from lesions in
samples from trees showing characteristic symptoms of a vascular wilt, suggesting it have a
primary role in disease causation.

The significance of host vigour, environmental factors (especially rainfall) and of variation
within the pathogen populations in causing the present re-emergence of the disease remain
unclear and urgently require further study in order to safeguard sustainable coffee production
in Africa.



