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ABSTRACT 
 
Relationship of attack by Ferrisia virgata (Cockerell) to marketable quality of six Uganda 
Robusta coffee (Coffea canephora Pierre) clones was assessed at the Uganda Coffee 
Development Authority quality control laboratory, Uganda in 1995. Variations among beans 
derived from infested and uninfested berry clusters for bean size and mean seed weight were 
significant (P < 0.05). Infestation lowered “screen guide 18” retention by 10.7%, while 
retention by the smaller “screen guide 15” rose by 9.3%. Mean bean size was also reduced by 
7.7%. Roast colour, centre-cut appearance and liquor quality were generally inferior for beans 
from infested berry clusters. Farmers should therefore not harvest heavily attacked berries 
which are prematurely ripen and dried out as these lower marketable quality of the coffee.  

 


