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SUMMARY 
 
The Coffee Breeding Programme in Kenya was initiated in 1972 with the objective of 
developing varieties which combine high yields and good quality with resistance to Coffee 
Berry Disease (CBD), Colletotrichum kahawae and coffee leaf rust. Tremendous progress has 
been made in the areas of CBD resistance, yield and quality improvement. 
 
As result, a hybrid variety, Ruiru 11 was development and release to the farmers in 1985. The 
variety combine resistance to CBD and leaf rust with yield and quality similar to SL 28. 
 
Further backcross have resulted into the development of breeding lines which have high level 
of resistance to CBD, good level of field resistance to leaf rust, high yield and good quality.  


