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SUMMARY 
 
Some tree/shrub species like S. siamea, F. macrophylla, M griffonis and G. sepium can 
tolerate repeated pollarding and can be used in hedgerows and pruned for mulching coffee. 
However, S. siamea and F. macrophhylla can over-shade the coffee and possibly take too 
many nutrients from the soil to the disadvantage of the development of the coffee. G. sepium, 
M griffonis and C. cajan enhanced the early development of a sturdy plant whilst S. siamea 
and F. macrophylla are likely to encourage tall but weak coffee plants. Species which are not 
too aggressive in terms of above and below ground competition can enable the farmer to 
obtain returns from the plantain used to nurse the coffee but low biomass output may not 
provide sufficient prunings for mulching the coffee. Further evaluation of this trial into the 
bearing stage of the coffee continues. 


