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SUMMARY 
 
The possibility of using intercropping in combination with manual weed control to manage 
weed problems in young coffee was investigated for the first two and half years of 
establishment using canavalia (Canavalia ensiformis), cowpea (Vigna unguiculata), maize 
(Zea mays), cassava (Manihot utilisima) and plantain (Musa paradisiaca) and compared with 
the conventional methods of manual weeding and herbicide application using Glyphosate in 
sole crop coffee. The presence of the food crops did not significantly affect the growth and 
early yield of the coffee plants. Intercropping however slightly increased the frequency of 
manual weeding and also the time taken to complete the operation. Intercropping generally 
increased the net returns of the various packages. However, the negative effect of cassava on 
the second year yield of coffee suggests that prolonged intercropping with this crop should be 
discouraged. 


