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SUMMARY

Hypocotyls, attached and detached green coffee berries from Coffea arabica varieties varying
in resistance to Coffee Berry Disease (Colletotrichum kahawae) were inoculated with
monoconidial isolates of the fungus. The tissues were observed under a microscope and tested
for phenolics, lignin and callose deposition. There were differences in hyphal growth and
appearance being more extensive and longer-celled in the susceptible varieties. Concentration
of lignin- and phenolic-like compounds was higher in resistant varieties and so was callose
deposition around hyphae. Formation of scabs and cork barriers followed the other reactions
but not always. Detached coffee berries lacked these induced resistance mechanisms.
Penetration of a cork barrier was also observed.



