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SUMMARY

Participatory extension approaches in research and extension institutions have been in use
since the late 1970s. The approaches were developed after the conventional approaches
displayed notable tendencies to underestimate people’s potential for action and reaction. As a
result, development and dissemination of new technologies failed to benefit smallholder
farmers to alleviate rural poverty. This paper gives an outline on the potential of using
participatory extension approaches in rejuvenating the coffee industry in Northern Tanzania.
Using farmer groups and imparting appropriate knowledge through Farmer Coffee
Management School promotes local ownership and empowerment which are necessary
conditions for sustained coffee recovery.





