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THE SETTING

As the most valuable agricultural commodity, coffee is significant in the livelihoods of a large
part of the tropical world in developing countries. An estimated 25 million families in 52
exporting countries depend on coffee. It is the second largest traded commodity in the world
market after petroleum. Sustainable coffee production calls for:

* reduction in production costs,

* increase in productivity per unit area,
* improved quality, and

* enhanced farmer’s income.

Baker (2001) explored some of the critical issues facing the international coffee industry at
the start of the 21* century. He analyzed the latest thinking on a range of topics such as the
coffee smallholder; mechanization of the harvesting of coffee; sustainable coffee; the
specialty coffee market; organic coffee; coffee pests and diseases; coffee and biodiversity;
genetically modified coffee: health effects from coffee consumption; and Ochratoxin A in
coffee.





