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SUMMARY 
 
Coffee solutions contain “stable” free radicals, which are generated during roasting. EPR 
measurements show that the amounts and chemical nature of these free radicals change during 
storage in solution. They are unreactive towards the chemical spin trap, POBN, but are 
possibly associated with Mn(II) species during the early stages of reaction in solution. Other, 
unstable, free radicals are detected during incubation of coffee solutions with POBN, and 
dissolved oxygen has a significant impact on the levels of these free radicals generated.  
 


