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SUMMARY

Five germination media namely: riverbed sand, topsoil, sawdust, sand + sawdust (1:1 ratio)
and topsoil + sawdust (1:1 ratio) were evaluated in the pre-germination of seeds of five
selected robusta coffee clones (C36, C111, C90 (Quillou variety), T1049 (Java) and M10
(Niaolli)). Percent emergence, seedling vigour and seedling infection (disease) were recorded
at 11 and 13 weeks after sowing (WAS). Percent emergence in sawdust (63.2) was
significantly (P < 0.05) higher compared to other media with values 49.3, 46.1, 42.4 and 36.8
for sand, topsoil + sawdust, sand + sawdust and topsoil respectively. Seedling vigour was
significantly better in sawdust while topsoil was found to significantly predispose seedling to
infection. Overall performance was best in sawdust and least in topsoil. Clone M10 gave the
best seedling emergence, growth vigour and less disease incidence compared to other clones.





