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SUMMARY

Coffee Wilt disease (CWD) caused by Gibberella xylarioides (Heim and Saccas) = Fusarium
xylarioides Steyaert is the most destructive disease of robusta coffee in Uganda. To
understand the dynamics of the disease, disease progress on naturally infected coffee fields
were monitored at 5 sites from 1997 to 2000 and on research station from 2002. Spatial
distribution of naturally infected plants in the field showed aggregation of diseased plants
around infected trees or stumps. Infected plants also randomly appeared some distance from
infected clusters. These revealed that epidemics are initiated from diseased plants within the
field and from distant sources conveyed by wind or human beings. Human activities appeared
to have accelerated spread of the disease. Integrated disease management would probably be
most effective.




