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SUMMARY

Nearly 90% of coffee growers in India are small growers. Their knowledge on creating water
resources, scientific and judicious usage of available water is very poor. During the last three
years, majority of coffee growers in coffee tracts faced ever seen drought conditions. The
average rainfall of the coffee tracts ranges from 1400 to 3400 mm and nearly 69-80% of this
is received only during the monsoon period, which lasts [or three months from mid June to
mid September. Most of the rainfall flows out of growers field as runoff after fulfilling the
surface retention, infiltration and saturation capacity of the soil. Nearly 50% of rainfall
received during the monsoon flows as runoff accounting to 14 to 40 lakh liters of water from
one acre in a year. Hence, under the present drought scenario, all coffee growers must get
sufficient knowledge about rainwater harvesting and harvest this valuable runoff water for
critical operations like blossom and backing irrigation, Bordeaux spraying and lindane
swabbing to be carried out during the pre and post monsoon period. Besides this, rainwater
harvesting helps not only to increase the water resources but also helps to recharge and
improve ground water table.





