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SUMMARY

Coffee grown under shade is the most commonly used coffee cultivation system in the
tropics. It represents more than 7 millions ha of planted areas and 60% to 80% of the total
world production. The practice involves more than 20 millions people, most of them being
small farmers. In view of the current global coffee crisis and the increasing focus on poverty
alleviation across the tropics, the Centre International pour la Recherche en Agronomie pour
le Développement (CIRAD) and the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) have launched a
partnership initiative on coffee agroforestry systems. The initiative is expected to benefit
small holders coffee farmers by enhancing improved income opportunities in a more
sustainable production system.



