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SUMMARY

The traditional Arabica coffee varieties in Tanzania – Bourbons and Kents – are of
exceptionally good beverage quality appreciated by roasters and consumers, but are highly
susceptible to coffee berry disease (CBD) and coffee leaf rust (CLR) and come from a very
narrow genetic base. Costs of controlling CBD and CLR through fungicide sprays – as many
as 10 sprays per season – are high, making coffee production uncompetitive and unprofitable
in the current scenario of historically lowest coffee prices. The Tanzania Coffee Research
Institute (TaCRI) has unidentified hybrid varieties that are better than the traditional varieties.
The new varieties possess hybrid vigour, and combine high yields and resistance to CBD and
CLR with exceptionally good beverage quality.




