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SUMMARY

Coffee Berry Disease (CBD) and Coffee Leaf Rust (CLR) are economically important
diseases of coffee in Tanzania. The only control measure available to growers is fungicide
applications, as many as 10 applications per season. This is expensive, amounting to 30-50%
of the cost of producing Arabica coffee in Tanzania. The Tanzania Coffee Research Institute
(TaCRI) has identified Arabica coffee hybrids that have resistance to the two diseases and
yield better than the traditional varieties while retaining the exceptionally good beverage
quality renown for the traditional varieties. Replacing old trees to replant with the new
hybrids by uprooting and replanting is wearisome. TaCRI is experimenting with grafting of
scions of the new hybrids on shoots of old trees as a cheaper alternative of converting old
plantations to the new hybrids.




