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SUMMARY 
 
Light microscopy examinations were carried out on seedling hypocotyls of Coffea arabica 
varieties of different resistance to Colletotrichum kahawae, the cause of coffee berry disease, 
for differences in the development of monoconidial isolates of the fungus. Resistant reactions 
were characterised by fewer infection sites, retarded fungal growth, cytoplasmic changes, 
plant cell and pathogen death, scab and cork barrier formation. The latter reactions were 
suggested likely to be pathogen non-specific and involving antimicrobial biochemicals. 
 


