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SUMMARY

In Kenya, about 55% of the coffee is grown by small scale farmers in monoculture. Due to
declining world coffee prices and diminishing farm holdings, farmers have been intercropping
their coffee with both annual and perennial crops. As most of the small scale coffee farming is
rainfed, competition for moisture particularly with perennial crops will determine the success
or failure of an intercropping system. The soil moisture profile in coffee intercropped with
different fruit trees was studied from June 2000 to February 2001 at Ruiru Kenya.

There was no significant differences in residual soil moisture between the two coffee varieties.
However there was significantly more soil moisture in the 50-100 cm zone than in the upper
zone.

Intercropping coffee with passion fruit, oranges, guavas, avocadoes and macadamia resulted in
lower soil moisture at both soil sampling zones, whereas there was higher soil moisture in plots
intercropped with bananas regardless of the coffee variety.



