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SUMMARY

Presently arabica coffee plantations suffer serious damage due to ravages of white stem borer
(Xylotrechus quadripes Chev.) and leaf rust (Hemileia vastatrix, B.& Br.) resulting in
substantial crop loss whereas robusta coffee is relatively less affected by both these pests. The
breeding and release of C x R variety from CCRI, India is a step in developing coffee plants
that look like robusta but with improved cup quality. In the present study, a natural triploid of
C x R was crossed with Catimor arabica and the progeny segregated into 70% tetraploid C x
R types and 30 % Catimor types with C x R types showing freedom from rust, self pollination
upto 50 % and cup quality characterized by fair to good body, slight to fair acidity and light +
flavor notes indicating taste nuances of both arabica and robusta.





