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SUMMARY

A number of reports are being published which indicated that the arabica coffee genepool of
Ethiopia, which represents an important heritage of mankind and the most important resource
for breeding of varieties and biological research, is under a severe threat of genetic erosion.
The effort made so far to conserve the vast coffee genetic resource that the country is
endowed with and to assess and monitor genetic erosion in this crop of high economic
significance and world heritage has also been reported to be very little. Consequently, there
has been a rising concern about possible genetic erosion of landrace coffee types and wild
relatives due to replacement by few Coffee Berry Disease (CBD) resistant coffee varieties,
shift in land use from Coffee growing to chat (Catha edulis Forks.ex Endl), deforestation of
and incidental fire on the forest coffee ecosystem which harbour the arabica coffee genepool,
and settlement of immigrants in portions of the forest coffee. In this article, the major factors
contributing to the dewindling of the arabica coffee gene pool are discussed, the weak link
between private public partnerships and international collaboration is highlighted and
measures to be taken to save the threatened arabica coffee genepool are suggested.
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