Safety Control of Pesticides in Raw Coffee
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SUMMARY

Input of agrochemicals has long been marginal in coffee farming, where good agrarian
practices and minimal application of traditional non-synthetic chemicals like copper salts and
lime prevail. In any case, pesticide residues in food are nowadays a growing concern for
consumers and regulatory bodies, and deserve stringent monitoring. Our company is tackling
since 1993 the issue of possible contamination of raw coffee by pesticides, drawing off
samples according to the ISO sampling method and analyzing for all-purposes pesticides with
a corporate acceptance limit set at the quantitation threshold. Among over 7000 negative
samples, only few positive cases have shown up with the discovery of traces of Lindane and
Chloropyrifos. The possible contact pathways with the raw coffee beans seem to exclude the
radicular/vascular route. No trace of contaminants has ever survived in the roasted product.





