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SUMMARY

The coffee pulp is one of the by-products of processing by the wet method. It has the highest
potential for environmental pollution, compared with the others, if not well managed. The
most attractive options to ensure that it does not contribute to environmental pollution lies in
its economic utilization. In Kenya, the pulp is recycled back to the farm though not in a fully
composted form. Composting studies have therefore been conducted to monitor the factors
affecting the natural degradation of the pulp without any additives. The factors considered so
far include, pile size and shape, ambient weather, pH and pile temperature. It has been found
that, the decrease of the pile size to a minimum, rising of the pH to a maximum and a similar
rise of temperature to a peak before dropping to the ambient temperature all coincide and
possibly signify the end of the composting process. The processing activity has also been
found to depend on the weather particularly due to the loss or gain in moisture.



